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Nebraska Soybean Association  among winners  of “Eye on Biodiesel” awards 

Highest Biodiesel Honors Awarded at National Conference

Lincoln, NE –   The National Biodiesel Board recognized biodiesel champions at the annual Eye on Biodiesel awards presentation. The awards  were presented at the National Biodiesel Conference & Expo, which wrapped up in Grapevine, Texas on February 10th.   

The Nebraska Soybean Association was among a group of winners to receive an award for their efforts with a biodiesel initiative.  The Nebraska Soybean Association along with the Iowa and Minnesota Soybean Growers Associations received the “Eye on Biodiesel Awards” in the Initiative category.  NSA Chairman Debbie Borg of Allen was present to accept the award during the ceremony. .  Borg says,  “Even though the industry has suffered a setback since the biodiesel tax credit expired on Dec. 31, 2009,  conference attendees were encouraged to hear that the biodiesel tax credit extension bill is seeing some traction in Washington DC. “

When NBB issued a call to action for the biodiesel industry to submit comments to EPA on its proposed Renewable Fuels Standard rules, soybean farmers answered the call.  These three organizations led the way for the biodiesel industry in submitting comments into the EPA.  They alone generated more than a third of the 8,000 comments biodiesel supporters submitted regarding the proposed standard.  The result demonstrated biodiesel's and the Renewable Fuel Standard's importance to a broad range of stakeholders. 

The Nebraska Soybean Association garnered many of their comments during Husker Harvest Days held in Grand Island last September.  “Grassroots efforts really helped to make a difference on this issue, says Scott Richert, President of the NE Soybean Association “many of our farmer volunteers helped gather signatures which were submitted to EPA, that demonstrates the importance of this issue to our industry” says Richert.  
Other award winners included; Impact Award, Sysco Corporation; Inspiration Award,  
Wayne Hettler, St. Johns Public Schools, St. Johns, Mich;.  Industry Partnership Award, The American Oil Chemists' Society ;  and Influence Award,  Ramiro Lopez, City of Irving, Texas
 “The biodiesel industry is blessed with many champions and true believers,” said Joe Jobe, NBB CEO. “Each of these winners has helped carry the biodiesel torch, fostering understanding, mentoring others and encouraging broader use of a cleaner burning, sustainable fuel.”
Based in Jefferson City, Mo., NBB (www.biodiesel.org), is the national trade association of the biodiesel industry.  NSA (www.nebraskasoybeans.org/ne-nsa) is a statewide, not-for-profit, grassroots membership organization its mission is to improve the competitiveness and profitability of Nebraska soybean producers.   NSA is one of 26 soybean producing states affiliated with the American Soybean Association.  Become a fan of NSA on Facebook
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